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Letters 



FREETHOUGHT 

Sir, Though I have been havipg a rationalist 
oulToofc from my childhaoJ. sliJl T yearo 
(o kLiow more abuuL raiiunaliim. I was 
much iaspiieLl by ihc visit of Dr. Kovoor 
over here. My lEiirsi ja being quenched by 
reading your (our) magazine " FREE- 
THOUGHT -. 



~KaftJii«dii-'l 



T. A. habiiji 



THOU SHALT NOT KILL 
Sir. 

ChiisiLin ethics are Ej^id id real on the 

tbLiadauon ol' ihe iU cominanilmeDl'' ^hrch 
Moiea broush) daivD rrom [he Mtnintains 



The mosi iroporiani of ihese command meals 
stales " Thou shaJi do( kiJI ". 

Yd when Mosea aaw people worshipping 
the gojden calf, he summoned ihe priestly 
inbc, the leviics to him. In a rage, Moses 
ordered ihein to kilJ the worshippers. In 
obfdicDce lo hh orders, the levi ret slaughtered 
people by thousands (BibJc : E^adus— 
Chapter 32J. 

Moses bid down the Inundation of 
moDOthejsm. Vet he showed an uEicr 
ilisregard for i he coMi]iimdmeni ' Thou shaft 
Dui itilr. If tlitse Jie ihe acUon:^ of its 
lounder, hu^v can w^ ic^ard chfiaKanity as 
being the rciLmury of ethical values? 



1 iruvalla 



Daniel Manesse, 
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Editorial 



L R. A. AND POLITICS 



Adverting lo our May editorial, 
there have been queries whether wc 
are for or against any partieular party^ 
There may not be InTelligent human 
beings- much less rationalisis, who can 
be apolitical. We are bound to be 
more or less sympaihetic toward or 
in tune with a political party, 'But 

ihat« we stress '^ ^^ <^ur individual 
capa\.'ily, 

Aa a group, we continue to refrain 
from being associated with any 
particular party. This is because of 
our keenness to serve as a forum for 
even rationalists who are not free 
(ill this so-called democratic set up) 
to profess their political convictions. 
To this category belong the govern- 
ment and quasi-governmeni servants 
(including defence personnel) whose 
number is bound to ^w^li in a socialist 
set-up. 



However^ lel us hasten to add 
ihiit we are staunch advocates of the 
immutable principles, viz., secularism, 
socialism and democracy. We do Dot 
indulge in hypocritical explanations 
of these terms. For example, our 
secularism is one in which government 
and everyone of its represeniatives 

would KEEP AWAV FROM ALL EtBLlG10>& 

in public. Exploiting the religious 
under-current in the masses and thus 
perpeiuaiing it has been the game of 
most politicians all along. Such 
persons would describe * secularism' 
as a way of encouraging and hobnobb- 
ing with all religions equallv. We 
are against any political patronage to 
any religion. 

To cite an instance, it is sickening 
that the Tamil Nadu Governor should 
have been the chief guest at the 28th 
annual * suprabhatam * prize distribu- 
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lion function oo 12th June 1977. 
More vehemently we condemn his 
advocacy of REUGIOV.S education and 
his L-all for a speritual atmosphere. 
There appears to be a deterioration 
orJate. * Heroes' like Sai Baba and 
Chinmayananda, get live coverage on 
Madras T, V.; upper caste domination 
is more apparent; rehgion seems to 
guide, if not determine politics: 
mythical characters are used more 
often lo exhort people and transcen- 
dental (!) meditation (on what?) isio 
be introduced in educational institu^ 
tion^ along with yogaaanas (without 
examining these scientifically). la 
Becularism being pushed ia'o (he 
background ? 



Wc believe in a socialism in which 
there are no poor people nor will 
there be rich men enjoying luxury and 
peimanenl leisure. This stage of 
socialism is related to our concept of 
democracy \vhere the term * masses' 
u'ili be irrelevant and intelligent 
educated human beings will, for ever, 
pfay their rightful role. Religion 
would have withered away along with 
poverty and ignorance, 

ThiSt in short, is our Utopia in 
which work instead of being a means 
of livelihood will be the source of 
happiness and ego saiisfactLon. 



CHRISTIANITY AND INDJA 



To divert ihc peopled attention 
and dilute our attack, Hindu religious 
leaders accuse us of being too preoc- 
cupied with Hinduism. This accusa- 
tion is not true as fellow -rati or a lists 
in Europe and North America have 
been expo'^ing the hollowness or ihe 
claims of Christianity for a much 
longer period and in more concerted 
manner This being a country with 
more than 80% Hindu population we 
are justified in concentrating on 
Hinduism with its myriad Babas, 
Swamijis and Acbaryas. 

Thrugh those professing Chnstia- 
nity constitute about 3% of our popu- 



lation, wc classify thera as one of the 
most obscurantist. The advent and 
spread of Christianity in India are 
associated wilh the domination of the 
whiles over us- Many of the ills like 
official patronage to religion, job pre- 
ference and playing Hindus and 
Muslims against each other (To the 
detriment of secularism) could be 
traced to this early mixing up of 
religion with politics. 

The lasting damage done was 
crearing a halo around mission-run 
convents. These ' educational* insii- 
luiiuns have churned out many a 
slavish mind. They are over-zealous 
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about raaintaioinglfieir 'independence' strangle hold on Latin peoples in 

as institutions belonging to minoriiy Europe aud South America apart 

community. The foreign sources of from Asians and Africans. They have 

Chcir funds and the so-called social ^looped down to gimmicks lite 

service They indulge in smack of ulterior („■ i » u -u - r 

,.,. , . ... ■ 'mrracle cure by thctr versions of 

political and religious motives. ^i „ . , - , . 

Sat Baba. It is their wealth and 

It is worth remembering thai surreptitious proselylisation amongst 
Christianity is fighting a last ditch 'he down-trodden in India, using every 
battle against scieniitic humanism- conceivable means, including bribers- 
Thanks to ihe mon y-power of the that raikes ihem poientially most 
Catholic Church, they maintain a dangerous. Let us beware! 

D 



KNOW YOUR BIBLE I 

The Tta\ diffivuliy aboui ttic Bible is thai (hough very Tew read it, 
everybody imagines (har he knows what is inii. 

To those who have rea<J the Bible H is nol a boot:, bm a 
literature wrinen by a auccesajon of aulhora, differing in ihcir 
rfHeious beliefs, worshipping differem Gods, representing different 
phases nf cJi^iiiTatiOTi. writing hopelessly irreconcilable biographies of 
the same persons and bislorjFs of the same eveari, furiously deoouncinB 
one sTiolher's rituals as abominable in the Bight of God aad 
con trad ictrng one another's viewa on hii nature, and occHsionally passing 
suddenly from Christian seniiments to outbursts of vmdicriveneas so 
atrocious ihat popular clergymen in London refuse to read Itlemorillow 
(hem to be read in Their churches, and hishops are appealed lo by ihe most 
earnest of their flocks lo have ihem siruvk out of the prayer 
book. 

The nation's morals arc like its teeth: the more deca>cd Ibcy 
are, the more it hurts to touch them. 

-GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
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WHY 1 GAVE 

UP CHRISTIANITY? 



J. C. B ABRAHAM 



aouDded very paiochin]. Since my bcsi 
boyhood-friends were eilhCT Hindix? or 
Mu^lim^, 9 KeavcD thai could not acconi' 
modare ibem did not hold much aUraftion 
for rae, 

Laler in College. 1 was fortunate enough 
to be thrown into n small group of yimng 
men interested in the philosophical implica- 
tion; of religion. Day lorg di^cusfion^ wieEi 
rhem eventually helped to crysiallize my viewa 
ubuut the rcLigioQ ol my ancestors. 



(Prof J. C B. Abraham is ifie Pro- 
lessor of Zoology of American 
College. Madura I of Tarokloadu. 
In 1972 he met the Hoa. Mr 
H. V, Bahuguna, the then Mioivter 
cf State for Comm unreal ions and 
per&Uddcd Government of Endia to 
honour BeiiTdnd Russell for his 
i-ontnbuliori e-> the spread of Ratio- 
nalism and uorld peace by issuing 
a special postage slamp to comcnem- 
morute Russell's birLh cemen,try— a 
victory which he won for Indian 
Ration ;Ui "its). 



SHAWS ICONOCLASM 

My faiher. who had literary leanings, 
had intFodUL-ed me to the plays of Bernard 
Shaw even while I was a schoolboy. Re- 
reading some of the plays I stumbled on the 
preface of ' Androcles and the lion V L found 
iu it one of the most scalhing attacks on 
Chrisnaniry. particularly the organ i?ed_ 
^aLvaiiouisI variety. As a result Christianity 
assumed for me all the despicable Hilribuied 
ofSpinlhe. one of the characters io the play 
repTc*enling' a* typical Chrisiiun. Bernard 
Shavr's vertieinous iconocJaam ihriLled me diid 
I enthusiasdcaLly followed m his wake. 



1 was born and raised in a Protestant 
Chrialiao family and smce my parents were 
liberal in their alttlude I did not have to 
rebel against any stifling home atmosphere. 

My tarliesl doubts about Christianity 
were roused by its sweeping and exclusive 
claims. Salvation only through Christ and 
the reward of Keavcn only for Christians 



RUSSFLL'S LOGIC 

While Bernard Shii* a^^ve me the maj<jr 
initial impetus to give up any belief in 
Christianity, the more permHncm influence in 
my life, a^ in the case of most of others 
bas been Berlrand Rus'.ell. Two of his essays. 
•-' A Free Man's Worship " and *' Why i am 
Eiot a Christian" had a profound influence 
on mt. The simple, iucid argument* beauci, 
fullj dcveioped in fogical sequence with 
brilliant Hashes of wit and wisdom completely 
convinced tntr I decided, with ao enormous 
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ECLEPSES 

About rhc solar or lunar 
eclipse^ the Hindu belief i^ that 
Rahu and Kelu gobble up the 
sun or the moon, which as we 
know is a fi&tucnt of imagination. 
The warning not lo look al ihe 
solar eclipse with the naked eye 
is, however, genuine. Actually^ 
we should never look ai Ihe sun, 
since the intense heal of the Sun's 
rays on our retina will burn it. 
We may never Hgain be able lo 
see ihing^ direcily in front by 
focussing our eye. The special 
caution during an eclipse is 
because, out of a desire lo see the 
eclipse^ one may suppress the 
natural tendency of the eyelids 
and the eyebrows to dose down 
and look away. It Is quiie alrit^ht 
to look at a lunar eclipse. The 
rest of il, like taking bath or 
pregnant women not going out 
is nothing but crap. 



■td^ of relief, thai J was not a Christian 
anymore. 

BIOLOGY 

The Siudy of Biology, [he aubjeci of mv 
professional inWffsr^ further relTiforeeii my 
airirudc lo reJisioB. Ail our bodily activities 
1 found, couM be explained in iirictly materia- 
lislic, mcchanisUc, physiological principles. 
Even our mo^l enalied thoughts and emotion; 
could be shown la have a neural or an 
endocrine basis- One did not have to 
posiuluic a Cartesian ghosT in ihe machine 
A • our bodies dimply perished and d is in leg 



rated afier death, the concept of a aouL or 
a ipifitt Ihe qucsiioa of survival after 
deMh, or ImmDrtallLy became irrelevant. The 
whole idea of KARMA and the progressioo 
rtfihe soul through a succession of incarna- 
tioDs seemed absurd. Since death would pat 
an end to me and since 1 had to look forward 
to nothing after death, I found no DCtd to 
fear or placate an imaginary God. 

E. S. P. 

From lime lo lime, cases are reported of 
telepathy eKtra-aeasoTy- perception and 
other such putative paranormal pheno- 
niena. Tfiough they may »em mysterious al 
the moment, [ do not think ihey are beyond 
The pale of the natural world- If they are 
genuine phenomena of our physical world 
eheie inu.'>t be some quite normal causei 
behind them which will be duly discovered. 
II Is common knowledge (hat our brain tissues 
emit electromagnetic wave$. Even while we 
sleep there ia a steady emiision of these 
impulses resulting in the alpha rhythm. 
May not an amplifted aystem of these 
elect ro-magnelic wavci be the source of tele- 
pathic communications? In which case, ii 
nol E>rRA"'Sen5ory— Perception really a 
reEined form of sensory perception? What we 
'oday, in our ignorance, call extra-sensofy- 

perception may be a perfectly normal function 
of the human brain. The history of science 
abounds with Jn*<lances of new knowledge 
dispelling the aura of mystery surrounding 
crstwhMe ignorance. Was not hysteria const- 
deied, [ill the other day, as possessioo by the 
Devil? Similar examples c»ii be multiplied 
indefinitely. 

SENSE OF RELIEF 

Thus the iiudy of Biology, added to ibc 
inellectual frame-work provided by ihinkera 
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Jikv Bernrtrd Shaw and BcrLraod RusscU, 
htJped me formulaic my welianschaufig, my 
wor1d-vi«w, id which the beliefs of my 
aDC»l0n had no place, I Found Lhat I had 
no UK for XiK crutches of religion io my 
Sojourn itiroug h life. 

1 mrnlioDcd earlier the enormous seme 
of reliff ihat came with the abarjdoning of 
my ancestral religionr Thi; mu^r pol be 
mi:i^ona(rued as a meiely negative rc&utt. 
There is a poaitivc upcct to my shedding oj 
religion. # 

CONFESSION DOES HARM 
Whereat formerly I felt that appropriate 



prayers at the proper times and religioui 
observances J ike church-going and Bible- 
readmg could absolve me of my sin^» now 
I fell a new sense of responsibilLly, Any 
harm I djd id others or any fault [ commiiled 
was irrevocable. I, iherefore, wa» fully 
rtfsponsibile for all my actions and hjid to 
walcli very catefuHy every *tep I uok This 
iraoj formation gave me an enlfrely new setup 
at values. J truly became a ptrson. ia the 
enirLtentia] stnse of the word. Charles 
Bradlaugh ipoke of Mjd's gain from unbeliefs 
To me, perionally, it hai beta immease. 



n 



DIFFHRENCE BETWEEN CATHOLICS & PROTESTANTS 

Two neighbour children, aboyoffive and agirlofsiK, goi 
logefher in their bathing suits and went fiwimming in a nearby 
pond- FinaUy they decided that they could have more fun 
swimming in the nude. So out on the ground they went and 
took off their balhmg suits. Then the litiJe boy walked around 
the little girl observing her very closely. Then he said ; 
**G«[ I didn't know there was that much of difference between 
Catholfcs and Protestants!" 



BISHOP ON LIPSTICK 

A bishop had been speaking with some feeling about the 
use of cosmetics by girTs. '^Tlie more experience I have of 
lipstick *\ he declared warmly, "ihe more distasteful T find it." 
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MISSIONARY 
TURNED 

ATHEIST 



CHARLES MAJOR 



Why did I quit h: a rniisjonary and 
becoioe an atbci^i? 

J was bora io Sdulh Africa wbere 1 wa» 
^raiatd b9 b school teacher. 

I grew up in the Anglican ChurcK failh 
and later became a. MorBVJan, a Bdpti$t. a. 
Meibadisl, and a member of the Divine 
Life, an eastern church <[aried in ]n<Jju. 

As a young teacher in South Africa 1 
Then believed in ihc Bible and il'a teaching 
williDUt qu»lionLnK JL I became a missionary 
and joined ihe Sciindinavi:in Alliance Mission 
m S^vjiziiand This was of an American. 
EvangeUcal origin, 

] soon realised that the missionaries nere 
pepple like myself and not semi-gods. There 
was eternal bickerins over money icccivd from 
lb« Slates when \i had Lo he shared equally 



BRAHMACHARY^S 
BACHELORHOOD 

New Delhi Mctropolilao 
Mcigislrate has admiLted a ciimi- 
nal .complaim by Mr. V. N. Ahuja 
against Dhirendra Brahmachary, 
Dircclor of (he Central Research 
Institute for Yoga Vishwayatao 
Yogashram alleging entising of a 
mariied woman and adultery, 
Mr Ahuja's wife has been cited 
as the third accused. 

His tenant who had been 
working>iih Dhirendra Brahma- 
chary had developed intimacy 
with his wife. She had been 
seduced by Brahmachary and the 
tenant. 

Dhirendra Brahmachary had 
a small executive plane of Ameri- 
c;rn make gified to him and 
allowed lo be imported dutyfree. 
He was planning an air taxi 
service, 

i 

1 Hls disciples included Jawa- 

harlal Nehru. Rajcndra Prasad, 
Jaiprakash Narayan and Indira 
Gandhi. 



by the raiasionaries. One woman rweLved 
a Jarge sum from ihe U, S and was ftiriou 
aboui having to share ii with the others 
who had collecicd linie. This coniinuoui 
bickering upset me. 

I wan paid a salary b^ a [eacher but toofc 
no money as a miwlonnry. The minister 
\vhere [ lued ivji subsidised by the Transvaal 
Education Dcparlmeni. He appointed him- 
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^elf Principal although he had do icai:h"njj 
qualiflcationi. He loot tbe flidpf pamaD 
of ihc salttry. Dcver doinjj any waciuns hun- 
self- Three womeo and I taugbi the pupils. 
The women mi!<iionarie8 received more ^alury 
Than I alihough ihey had do leacner quali&ca- 
liom. 

\t ftfST Ihey were kind and friendly bul 
ufhfd ihey found ihai I coMccied bags or 
rloihini- whicti i gave lo the poor free they 
bcoame unfricTidly. They got lupptiea of 
doiliing trom ihe UmW Slate* bul sold it ^ 
So iCy giving ihe doihing to tbe native* 
free up«i their bii^iueis. 

I started reading the Bible seriously and 
itiool: iTiciwo years to go through it. Alicr 
reading it ThorougWy Iwice and reading the 
New Testament several times, I came to realize 
that ii was all jLi«t rubbish- 

II graduBliy dawned on me thai ihrre wa^ 
such a diver&iiy of opinion* and contradictions 
and thai the teaching? were'-in many^tcases 
against a good moral code, thai I iosi conG 
dencc in Chnaiianily. This caused me to 
make a study 'of anthropology.'myiliology, 
ancient hniory, psychology, etc lo gain a 
comprehensive J( no fledge of religion and 
pbi]oaopQ> . 

1 made these studies id 1^-40 and since 
have read miicb more on the aubjecta and am 
now I confirmed atheist^ 

Having nm been a religious believe and 
H missionary and then a aludent of non- 
religious aubjeci^, I soon saw thai the Bible 
••••Ai a hUDch of rubbj&h and ihai there l* do 



FUND RAISING HIT 

A church was raising funds 
for a new church. The miDistcr 
was calling on members for sub- 
scripliDDs One of the pillars of 
(he church rose and said, ''\ sub- 
scrihe five dollars," Juat at thA( 
moment a piece of plaster felt on 
his head. Hilf stunned, he said, 
'•500 dollars." 

Then the preacher said, 'Oh 

LORD, HIT HLM AGAIN." 



TURNING A NEW LEAF I 

The mlDister met Tt>m, Ihc 
village neveT-do-wcll, and, much 
lo the laiter's surprise, shook him 
heartily by the hand. 

■*rm so glad you have turned 
over a new leaf, Thomas/' Sitid 
the good man. "I was delighted 
lo 3L*c yovi at the prayer-meeung 
liist night.'' 

"Oh, said Tom after a mo- 
ment of doubt, *"so that's where 
I was." 



God and norhing rhUpernaniral ; and I am 
Qow proud TO have become enli^hleaed and 
[ wish to sutiporl the Atheist prOEr^m 

Courieiy : PROGRESSIVE WORLD, 

U, S, A. 
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PERSONALITIES 



JOHN E. REMSBURG 



The fluihor *gi fainoua AmericjD 
Educaior— Eld 



Pjine. Wflihio^ion^ J^lTcrton, Adann. 
Frankljn, Madison, }1mirillon. S&c]tn u 
Liniotn. Cram, How li^ilit would he ihe 
voJuujc oT American hisEory i^^ ii did oo( 
c^muin the names aad deed^ of rliese 
illu^lnoiis men, huw trail ihc icmpk of 
Amerkan hberly wilhoul [h.'sc Ten grand 
pilkr* They are itii? landmark* thai maik 
ihe sin:cc»ii>(: siigei eo ihc rounding and 
devilopmeni oJ^ our greuT republic — Uif great 
and cfnual figures ajouiid wbi;:'i cluslers 
Ihe must lha{ 13 grjnd and FjloriLm-^ in our 
coufl[ry's hisiory— ihe brrshl siaH ibat gJillcr 
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in the broad field of our political firm^DKnt- 
And yet. not ore of these great namei 
appeared upon the roll oF ChrisliaD cbuiciL 

WHO WVS JFHOV\HT 

A heini- of lerrific character, cruel, 
VI El J ii.' live, capnc u>jirLJ unjii&r— JrfTEm^n 

WHO WAS ABRAHAM! 

An Insane barbaraQ partriarch who 
married hi^ ihttr, denied Kis wire^ and 
seduced her handmaid, ^tho drove one child 
into the desert lo starve and made pfepar*- 
(ions TO butchei the other. 

WHO WASJACOB? 

Another patriarch, who won' God's Iovd 
"by deceiving his father, cheating his uncle 
robbing his brother^ practising bigamy with 
Two of hh cou&ia& and commiitlog fornicatiDD 
■with two of hia housemaids. 

WHO WAS MOSES? 

A model of meekncii, a man who boaMej 
of his own humility, a man who :inurdered 
«a Egyptian and bid hie body in the sand, 
a man who ejnerminared whote natioos to 
secure ilie spoils ofwar^ a man who butchered 
'n cold bloud tbouspnds of captive widows, 
a man who lore dimpled babea from the 
brensti of dying mothers and put them to 
cruel death, a man who made orphans of 
ihJriy-lwD thousand innocent girls, and 
lucned sixieen thousand of ihem over to the 
biuia] Lu^I» of a ravage soldiery. 

WHO WAS DAVm? 

*' A man after God'a own bean". A 
vuJgaT braggjdocio, u^ing language lo i 
woman ihc n.ere quoting of which would send 
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mc' lo prison, a iraJior> desiring to lead an 
tneiDy^s troops agaia^t his own covmrrymtn I 
a ihicrand robber, plundering and dl.-Sd^T,:Einj] 
ibx country on every Kidc ; a liar, iiuering 
Hhote&ale falsehoods lo sircen hiniserr fmin 
ju^[jc«, a rcd'hsTided butcher, loriunng and 
kJaughlerJng ihou^dnd^ or men, womcn^ anO 
cbildren, making ificrn pa^s througli burning 
bric:k-kiln<<, carving ihem up uiih suws and 
Bxt\ and tearing Ibem into pieces under 
hjrrow of iron, a polygamiti, vihh a h-ircm 
i^f w^ves and conkjubines^ a drunken 
debduchee, dmiL^ing hulf- naked bcfure ih^ 
maids of his houtrhold. a lecherLius old 
libertine, abducting and ravi^hinK ibc side 
of a fdiihriil soldier; a murderer, baving big 
faiLhru^ soldier put lo dea:h iifier desolating 
his home, A hoary-headed fiend foaming with 
vengeance on bis dying bed, demanding wi-b 
his latest breath (he deaths of two aged men, 
one of whom had most coDlribmed to majie 
his kingdom what it was. the other a mat) (o 
whom he had promi&ed proiecIioD. 



WHO WAS PAUL1 

A religious fanatic ; « Jew and a Chris- 
tian. As a Jew. in the nam^ of Jehovuh, he 
persecuted ChrisiJan? - as a Chri&tian, in th« 
D*me of Chrisi, be per secuied Jew^, and both 
as a Jew and a Chnaiian and in the anat ■ f 
both Jetiovab and Christ, he praoliaed dissimu. 
laiion add ha II awed fdl^hcud. 

WHO WAS CHRIST? 

He i; called the 'divine teacher", Yes, 
He led ihe crowd. 

He taught them juilice, truth and pea^e 
J«0 



In semblance; but be [it wiihin their 

louls 
The quenchless fljmes of iealjjtid blessed 

I he swiird 
He brought on earth to aerate i^irb iho 

blood 
Of (Tuth and freeJom hi m^rigm.nE ^oitl " 



REST HOUSE 

'* Did yoii hc-L^r Robinson 
snorini" in cliurch this morDing? 
It was bimply awful"- 

*'Yes, \ did, he snored so 
loudly thai he woke me up '*. 



PRACTICAL ADVICE 

An older pastor told a new 
pre ache r» 

" If you ever forget the 
marriage ccremoay, start quotiog 
Che scripture uquI you remember 
il". 

Sure enough, he forgot, and 
the only Scripture he could 
remsmb^r was " Father, fojgive 
them far ihcy kaow aot what ihev 
do ". ' 



TO MY GENERATION 

Light ihectinJIc of thought 
lo Lhe dungkOn of Jifc ! 
Let reason be shining 
tn ihe horizon of ihoughi ! 
Wake up from ihe dbyss uf muik 
And opiu your eyes to see 
Wjpj ih.' b:,'niish;s om — 
And&eeihj coreof trjih ! 

—V. Saralh Kumar. 
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Praise be to the Bible i 



Aa for "he bocjkcjJtcd ihe Bi'jie. JM. b:aspherny locun i[ ihe workof 

-THOV1AS PAJNE, 

To my mmd icriplurc ooly mejn? a wciiing add Bible meau 4 
buok. 

-WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THAKERAY, Eoilish Noveiisi. 

Ua jnu would follow, today, tht reachiags of ihc OJd Tcslament, 
he nould be a criminal, U he *ogld folio* suicily ihe (Mchinas of tbe 
New, he woaJd be lamoe. 

-ROBERT INCERSOLL, Amencan Wjiwr iDd Lecluror 

The Bible ba& been (hiougbour iJic ages tht flamiag aword Ibat has 
bfljicd wouijd'i pa^h in libcrij. 

-JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 

Liviag *jil iea^;h you 10 live beuer IbaD preadier or Bible. 

— JOHANN W. GOETHE, Ccrmap Philosopher & Port. 

The BibJe hai no place ia ihc icUool raom because It stales ai 
facta the gro^rCki iibauidJiies, 

-FRANKLIN STEINERh 

T>iP irerrincv snd ^^f +T>rnf1ib:Mty of the Bib'c are no longer 
ro^^ible of hrlief amr-ng wa^oring men. 

— S. PARKES CADMEN, American Reformed Clergyman. 

Biblci fiaie ki! fd more Indians than have bullets, 

-EARNEST A. HOOTON. American Amhropologirt, 
JULY 1977 



t Shy Ihcy (bibles and religions) have all grown out of you and 
may grow out of >ou siill; 

Ii is not ihcy who give l!ie life— il is you who give the life. 

— T. C. WHITM \N. AinerJcar Poe[ 



It has, then, been concig^ivtly proved man/ rim ^ that the Bible 
» not only replete *nh ^elfconlridicliuns. absurd nmions aid chi'dnh 
errors, hut k in no way entitled to Ibe rslravjj^dTil prji^? he^iowed upon 
il— for good practical reason, uo doubl^by mjiiy lihenl iind Kjtjon ili^t 
WTJtera ; much leis could il be le^'arded by any ^hi'Lly sane Uible 
scholar fl» *^ Ihc word of God", 

— MARIAM ALLEN DE FOKf), American \uilior and Poet, 



The Bible a^Dcuons slavery. So much the worse for the Bible. 

—THEODORE PARKE t(, American Tbeolo^mu sad Wiiur 

What tbtt churches leach and L^he preacberj preach is eilbcr fall- or 
faJlaciQUs- The Christians have scallercd len^ of Hiuusdnds of so called 
liuihs, jrjUDclLODS, principles iQ serino^^, tea He Is, hymns, every one fjil^e, 
comiplidg, eDervating, en.Biculuii^g^ unreal, anii injuiious. AJlofthem 
ate out ol the Bible, ihe mo^i niioous book ever written, Noihicg ever 
fuiDiBhed ihc umc pabulum to impostors^ sophists, scoundrels and 
lynuts, 

-EDWIN P. REESE. 



Chrisilanily does not ronverl the Hindus, because our Bible mi/^acles 

are noi so Targe a^ their i. 

M\RK IWALN, 



Advati^ing fTOm the decayed premie of a divinely reve.iled religion 
contained 'jetween the covers oi Ihe Uible, Ihe ^olc aim and funcuon of 
f stflbTished rdigicn has been w a^iusl manVind to a hy put helical 
fupemaiuial world, and save man from an imaginary helJ. 

^ IRVING M, LE\t.', An-.«rtyn Rulbi. 
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A CRITICAL 
LOOK AT 

CHRISTIANITY 



l^LTER SA^Vl 



person (o calT hims^lfa^ a Cfirbtian, he must 
believe in God, immorlality and Christ. He 
prore^«Fd lhai he was not a Cbristian because 
he did not ijelieve in God and ioimorialiiy 
Bad to him Chri&i 49s nai the best and 
wisehT of men itiough he had a high degree 
of atonal goiidat&s, 

WORD WAS GOD 

Now look at the defimlioa of God la thc.-<. 
Bible. '' In, ihe beginninfi was the 'word, 
und tbe woid v^as wjih God. and ibe word 
was God." So God ia equaled wiiti word- 
You know whal a word is. You see Actually 
a ublc made of wood wilh four ieg&, etc. 
The word 'Table' 15 only a symbot which 
<1e'cribes Iht real table. God is equaled lo 
soinelhiPE unreaL, a ' word ' Don*t you sec 
ibe absurdity of this. Does the above pasiage 
hEBDds to rational thinking? Could it be 
■fiplained? Could it be scrutinized? There- 
fore ibe pedantic theologinns and (be religious 
philrt^iophers say IhaT the ways of God are 
inexplicable and uri^rulable. 



The hfe of Christ and his teachings 
are ci>mnined in (he New Tesiamcnt of the 
Uiblfn whercds the Old Te:>lamenl deali 
wi[h Ibe sloryofmaii from Adam and fve 
(o Joseph and Mary. 1 think tlie word 
ChciMiaoity doea not hnd a place in the 
^\llole of the Bible IT was afTer the dealh 
of Christ, the ChristJan religion was organisfd 
as a dogmatic and regimented institution 
oTound the church. For rational underAiiin- 
dmg of Christianity, a reading of Qertrand 
Rtisscirs book 'Why [ am not a Chriiiian ' 
will be more helpful than any orher book 
on the Chrisiiiin religion He &aid that for a 



CAN HEART LOVE 

The most dangerous part of Cbriatian 
philosophy fOuld be found in the following 
words. 

1, " God has grven you a very noble heart- 
that he created it to love him only and 
that il might be dissolved to him." 

2. ■* You must have a high regard for your 
iou}- becaua? it ib [he tempJe where God 
resides", (Martial Lekcu—*' Short Cut 
10 Divine Love") 

Does Martial mean the heart of mao^ 
ihat marvelioui organ built of involuntary 
musde fibres of u Special Kind, endlessly 
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circulating blood throuBboui our body liU 
wt d^7 Has it got the qufllily of love? 
1 think it has absoluicly no lime lo Love, 
ii *iiT Slop beflTing if ii bcgini lo Love. 
Does ihe heart get dissolved ^viih God? 1 
ihitik it is burnt to ashes along with Ihe 
detdbody when cremaicd or pcriihc? with 
the carih when buried. 

WHERE IS SOUL 

[oo^: at ihE soul, the lemple where God 
resides rh poinied out by Mr MarliaL Can 
you lotaie iht aoul anywhere in your body? 
Have yon read the !(Onl in Gray's Book ol 
Analonjy oc in Processor CLmDinghnim'ii 
Book^ ivhich give beauiiful and mtriculoiis 
description of (he siruciure of ihe various 
organs of the human body. Perhaps >on 
may &ay that thr soul Ja in the brnin- The 
anatomical siructure of the human brain does 
not reveal any soul in it, nor does the frontal 
.obe of the cerebral corles of ihe brain where 
ihe highest functions of ihinkm^, memory 
eie. tak« place show any signs of a soul in 
it, I believe that it is the soul or the Alman 
that has destroyed our personality by crcMing 
neurotic fear. 



afrjiid of soakes. That h normal and ^elf- 
protective. But if a fnfnd of ours suddenly 
begins to fear that bnakes are under the 
car[>et of his city apartment, then the fear 
is ncnroTic All psychological fcac may be 
characterised as neurotic. We have fear of 
Godr The proverb is "* That fear of God 
is the Beginning of Wisdom". U is high 
time lu change ie fdiir of God is the 
beginniDg of lunacy. There is fear of deaths 
fear of diseases, fear of war, politicaJ fear, 
social fear, economic fear and a riumber of 
other [ypes of various fear. Fear causes 
trein[:ndou\ waste of energy. If you can 
observe fear you may see a chil at the pit 
of your stomach. Your heart begins to throb 
violently. Your blood pressure is increased. 
Tiie blood becomes hot etc. These are 
symptoms which you expericnL.-e when you 
engage in strenuous physical work, like a 
running race, lifting ^eights, etc. But the 
mere thought of fear could produce all these 
eifeciS- How dangerous ii is? So unless we 
destroy this element of psychological f=ar 
from the body of our perionality, we cannot 
be healthy and rational in our approch lo 
life. 



RELIGION AND FEAR 

Religion is based on fear. Beitrand 
RussclJ says: 

" Fear is the basis of the whole thing-fear 
of the mysterious, fear of defeat, fear 
of death- Fear is the parent of Cruelty, 
and therefore it is no wooder if cruelty 
and religion have gone hand in hand ". 

Fear has myriad forms. Sigmund Freud 
gives (he best iUusl ration of Ihe difference 
between normal and neurotic fear, A person 
in an African Juflgle may quite properly be 



FREEDOM AND REL[GION 

Religion has therefore stood in the way 
of man's free thiflfcing. The net rciult of all 
the cenluries of ChnslianrEy has been to make 
men more egoiiiiic, and more self centred. 
The natural instincts of man for sen, parent- 
hood, and herd insiiuu have been destroyed 
b> the rigorous precepts of religion. Man 
IS born free. He is born ^uh a tree mind— 
the thinking and creative mind. Civiliaaiion 
is the rellecrion of this mind. The mmd of 
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mai5 by its very bioljpical nature t"?^^^^^* 
jrexoTablE freed om of iliinkjrig No po^^'er. 
on earih cjn de^iroy it« iDnale qua lily' 
HJ^rory rcvcdii ific ukim:ile Iriumph of human 
mind. II is Ihis power of mind Ihat drives 
man to hght fur his liberTy urhen ir is in 
djingef- 

ORIENTAL DESPOTISM 
I ^hall iherefore close Ihi^ discussion wiih 



the words of Dfiirand Rti tell : 

* We want to ^land un^^ri oiir own fe«' and 
look fiiir and quare ai rhe world-i'* 
good fiiE^Ts, it^ bji1 faciei, lit beauties and 
iTi upline?* ; see the world e*i it is, and 
be not afriiid of i[. Conqufir the wnrld 
by inlrJlLijrnoe. and not merely by being 
slavishly subdued by the terror Lhal 
comes from il. The whole conceplion 
of God IS B conception derived from 
Lhe nncieni Oriental despotisms ". 

n 



ADAM AND EVE 

*' Darwin's assertion that mati ha? spuing from Ihe apes ha^ 
stood [he ti:*^ of more Than half a ceniury o\ crificdi exarainaiion. 
Incre ising knowledge and careful inquiry have bu' confirmed its truth. 
As a rcsLilt. ihe stories of the creation of Adain and Ewe, of their 
primal innocence and of their fall, have become for us, folklore. 
Bui by ihe men who buili up Catholic theology ihey were accepted 
as solid fact, Man's special creation was one of ihe primary asiump- 
lions of the Caiholic system. In il the Fall cxplsiined the oriein of 
sin; and a h ►rrible tliL-ory uf the propo^aiiH>n i>| sin, lelaxedonlhe 
basis ol the fall of Augustine was accepted b^ of^Lial CaTholic theolo- 
gians Darwin's triumph has destroyed the wh >le relevani theological 
scheme" 

— Bj.hup Bdrns (Sermon in Wcslminisier Abbey 9-^5- 27} 



IS THE BIBLE A SAFE MORAL GUIDE? 

POLYGAMY 

The Patriarch? of the old Te&tament were polygamisN. The 
New 1 estament :nowhere prohibits a pJuraliiy of wiviis Noiwiih- 
sranding, polygamy flourished in Palestine. Monogamy came from 
pagun Rome, not Jerusalem. 

Marim Luthi:r approved polygamy and iidvised Henry Vlil to 
adopt "i; i:»ut by divorcing iwo wivc^ and inurdiimg two moie. ilie 
lounder of Ihe Episcopal church avoided cmh:irrassmi-[ji. 
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RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTIONS 



this waa done most mca said. *I wilt rccaal ' 'V 
The man who would not r<Lani was noi 
forgivfn They acrevved the ihunibscrew* 
down to the last pang, and then threw thcEr 
viclim into some dungeon, sphere, ia (h« 
throbbfng ^ifence and darkness, he might 
suffer the agoilif» of the Hibled damried. 
This was done in ihc iiame of lo'-e— in the 
name of mercy —in Uie name of compassionale 

Chriil. 



"Whenever we read iTie obscene 5lorie^, 
ihc voiupiuom debaucheries, the cruel and 
loTluous enecution*, the uorcLen ling vindicij- 
veness, wtlh which more ihan half the BiMe 
ia Filled, it i^ouLd be more consistent ihai 
we called it the word of a demon, than Ihc 
wordofGod."-THOMAS PAINE. 

COL, INGERSOLL 

■' I used to read in hooka ". say% Colonel 
IngerwlU "how our faiher* persecuted 
mankind. But I never appreciated it. I read 
ii, hut il did not burn itself into my soiiL. 
I did nor really appreciate the inf.imjes thai 
have been committed in the name of religion 
until i saw the iron ar^timenis that Chrmidns 
used, I aaw the ' thumbscrew —two liiije 
pieces of iron, Jifmed on the inner surf-icea 
with protuberances to prevent their slipping. 
Through each end a screw uniting the two 
piece a. And when some man denied ihe 
efficacy of baptism, or may be said, '1 do'^noi 
belie^e "hai a li«h ever swallowed a man to 
keep him from drowning'; then they pot hia 
thumb between these pieces of iron, ami m 
the name of universal love and forgiveness 
began to screw these pieces together. When 



THli RACK 

This wai a hox» Like the bed of a w.igon, 
within p windbss al e,.ch end. with levers and 
ratchets to present >lipping ; Over each 
windlasa went chaina ; some were fastened 
to the ankles of Ihe sufferer; others to bis 
wrisls. And then priests, clergymen, divines. 




sainis, began turning thei- windlasses, and 
kept turning until the ankles, thekneea, the 
hips, the shoulders, ihe elbows, the wrists 
of ihe victim were all dislocated and the 
sufferer was wet with the sweat of agony. 
And Ihey had sianding by a physician to feel 
his pul^. Whdifur? To ^avc his life ? Yes. 
In meicy ? No; simply ihat they might rack 
him once again. 

All iheic instruments of torture, these 
means of grace, as aeen by Colonel IngersolJ^ 
had been on cnhibuion in New York city. 
They were arranged for in:>pecllon in a hall 
at Sixth avenue and Twenty third street The 
exhibit did not consist of duplicates or fac 
similes of the instruments of torture, but of 
Ihe original iristrumenis themselves, which 
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in the pasl did the deadly and infamous work 
of breaking the bonei and tearing ihc flc^h 
of human heirgs They were mo%lly from 
Ihe royal castle of Nuremberg, in Bavaria, 
but iDcluded Spanish nnd Kalian ^pedmens. 

THUMB SCREWS 

Thumb crewfl were nfli intended »o|d} 
fi:r c£*inprp«nig thUiTib^ and Ihcy did not 
■like TheiT name from ihe members i;flmprei4ed. 
They ^l,^y be used on The wrists, le.^i, or 
bead, or to prize ih? olfender^s leelh apart 
hO ihjiT ihe " hlfl'phemous" tongue may be 
^firn out wilh pinter^ furnished *ilh stil] 
tUher thiinibscrews. The^e lU'itTumeni^ pre 
of various size*, hur. being flKuy^ worked 
by a thumbscrew, like that which spreads 
nnd cln^ei; a pair ol" <livirferd for dcscrihint" 
circle^, or like Ihn^e which fi*.lpil a clolhei 
wrin^r onawa^hlub i^nd depress the upper 
Toller, they ajt all cnl]c:d Ihumb screws, 

IRON BED 

The picture of a man secured to his 
-bed was comparatively modern, and showed 
ihc kind oF toriuTe employed only one 
hundred and livenly-five years aga- U 
represented a Frenchman named Damiens 
chained to his iron bed. on which he wiis 
carried to the JudJgmeDl chamber and on 
which he coutd be loriured wirhout being 
released, namicn; inleifered in a quarrc^ 
between ihc pope and ihe king of France, 
Bdfore being put to de,ilh» his fleih was 
lorn Etnd muUen lead, wan and bojfing oil 
poured into hh wounds. 

PIOUS INSCRIPTIONS ON 
IMPLEMENTS 

Some of The Mrlure implements are of 
poli:ihcd Aicel, damascened wilh pious 



in script ions. The shackTes especially are 
punctured with holes in the form of a 
eras';. Among the irons u£*d for branding 
the leiier *'U" predominated, which in most 
lansuages means unbeliever. The little coal 
stove in which the branding iron »u 
healed, together wilh the bellows used for 
blowing up the fire in ii, were exhibited. 
Executioners' swords w«c numerous and 
orramenTal. The condemned one sal in a 
thrfir, wi(h bowed head; ihe eAeculioner 
whirled his blade in ihe air and if aufll- 
ciently sfrnng and expert severed the necl: 
ai a blow, The swords are piously inscribed 
with Ihe names of deity and Christ, or 
with rhymesi that may he freely translated 
aboul like ihe^e ; 

O God, this sinner to (hy kingdom take 
Thai he may taste of joy, for Jesus* 
sake. 

Or 

Christ la the judgt, atid I the instrument, 

To eiiecute God *s Uw from heaven seat. 

■ 
Or, again 
When I upraise ihe fatal knife, 
God give the sinner eternal life. 

HERETIC CATCHER 

They had a heretic and witch catcher— 
a hoop on the end of a pole. The ends 
of The hoop at the aperlure were so 
arranged that they opened when ihe thing 
wflfl pushed upon the neck; then they sprung 
logclher airain. Some of them were provided 
wuh tpike \n the ferrule, wilh which the 
coniftabre could prod the culprtt^s shoulders 
ji« he pLiGhcU him alon^. The superstition 
of Ehe Jays when this in^lrumenl was m 
use is rt-vealed in Ihe belief that there was 
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fOJDc apell dboLiE witctics and hcrtrics 
otJLkmg i( dangerous to lay hands upoD 
ibem. 

BURNING ON THE WHEEL 

The proccu of burning on ihe wheel, 
of which Ihe illuslralion here u^d is Uom 
»Q old and tare enftrdvinu, shows us Ihi^T 




somttimea (he evecuUoner vuned llie mono- 
tony of cru^hinjt a mdn'a bones by rouMLDg 
his flesh. 

CHASTITY BELT 

There arc ia Ihe tolici^iion a large 
BSBOriment uf coMjir:^ lor ^cold^, and 
jDH^ks and hranks Tor witches, buc adcviw 



(hat itrnis ahoul as abominabJe as anything 
lo be imagined is Ihe so-called ^'chasiiiy 
bell" Some gf these belts are wound 
wiih cLolh, and *ihow by slauii on ihem 
ihai [hey have bten aclualiy worn. But 
oue i> □( rough and ru^ly huop-jron^ and 
ihere are iceih on il like Iho^e ul a saw, 
pDiniiog inwjrd. ChrlsCian wci.iiaa shuuld 
lurn i^ilh a tcn^L^r yenrmn^ Luujfd the lime 
when ihe Lhiin-h mled the world and 
prescribed pl■nl^htnent!t and long for those 
hiippy d^ys tj come ojicl^ marc- 

SPIDER 

II not rn'^ue^i lia^ been siid, Iff the 
womiin jc me ruber Vhe horrible pici:d of 
ingfnuiiy, iIlc spider li is a clj^Eer of srrcL 
hooks pomlcd hkr needles kl la deiigned 
lobe sprejd over Ihe breailoflhe woman, 
Ihe hand uf the lorlurer grasps Ihe cenlral 
ring, dr^Ming points it>ecl|jer, and then the 
flnish is lorn away And ihe Father of 
Mercies pcrniitEed this thinj- lo be done in 
lis natjjc und under his all- seeing eye. 

(Courtesy " Thumb^icrew and Rjck " 
By Geo H MVCDONMO. 



BIBLE IS SECOND-RATE! 

As a literary monument The Bible is of miiuh Idler origin than 
the Ved.is; as a work of lui^rary value >u^ sui |\issed 5y everstlnng 
whilcn m ilie last two thousanU y^ars by iiLUhora i:ven of ihe secociJ 
r;ink. and to t;ompure il seriously wiih the produciiuns of 
Homer. Sophocte&, Dante, Shuke^p-earc or Goethe, would require a 
tanaiieiz^d mind ihat had entiiuly lost iti power of judiiement ; its 
conceptiijn of the universe is childish, and its moraliiy revollirie, as 
reveakd m ihe malicious vcngciince atlribuicd to God in the Old 
Testament and in the New. ihj parabbtff ihe labourers of iheelcvenih 
hour and Ihe episodes of Mary Magdalen and the woman Taken 
in adultery, 

— Max Nordcau. French Wrifer. 
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RATIONALIST CONVENTION 

A RaMonalj^t CoDvenlion was i:unducr?d 
at Vanoli, Ko^hikndc d^lrkl, on 4-5-1977. 
In Ihc mornmct session Mr. MBK. Vi«- 
prcsidttii ol Ktralj Rarionaliat Asaoci-nion 
iiLjdre&sed ihf fachcring nn ■' RiiCiondisI 
thought " In iltc evening ie^^ion, Mr. 
V. K^ilanalhan, General Secrelary of K \i.A. 
lafkeJ on " Tradilional bcljefs and Psycho^ 
logy ■■ Mr Knvil P. K.. Achulhan. K- K. 
Ramda^^ jnJ T. K Ibrdhirn MouLivt parti- 
cipated in Ihc distu^Tiion. 

Mr. P n.i^Var.m welcomed the galhering. 
The programme was conduddJ by Kunnum- 
mx] P4[ii:t]jydi Raijonsiljii A»otia|ionr 



SYMi'OSIUM ON ASTROLOGY 

Kozhikocfj Rill ion jji^i A'^^cialion ha^ 
condnvlcd a symposium on " A^UoJogy an.l 
Aslronomy " on 12-5-1^77 ^i Town Hall. 
A Ralion.lll^t writfr Mr P. C. Kadalundj 
prfwpicd a ii.ipfr on ihe aiibjc^i. An a&lro. 
logcr. Mr. Kdlijilj flha&karii Pdnitker 
addressed lEie meelmg allEmp-rng to ju'iilTy 
0i(T.>logy tin ^^nrlural gr^mad^ " Mr, 
M. k.S Naiiibur qu.<tcd incidents to dispruve 
u«ro!ogy a^ a SLlcm:^. Mr. K. Bal.kn^hna 
Kurup de^vibfd jsEro^ogy ai a work of an. 
or pi-^try. U. KaUnalhiin enpr«aod ihc 
u^l^Lle^llfic bak posluKiie^ of aslrology 
Trof. M. K. Pr;E:iad presided over itie 
smpo'^ium. 



I.R.A. (Punjab). Their was no religious 
crrettiony, no irdduion,i] humbug, do ^aper- 
fluous show, no orgy, no dowry, no birat 
[marriage pjriy), no ornaitienlalion and no 




decoration. The coupFe were m ordinary 
clothea. There were no m^itaiion ijard^. A 
simple cup of Ida wa^ rfrved to aJi. A ten 
paged paper was ditEribi^ted amung the 
people wheru'i:! the history of marriage 
m^MiLicron w,i> iraccd ^nd marriage based on 
mutual undcr^landiilg WJ& advocated Tl wa« 
Mn inler-casle wedding a; well 

A pledge foim wa:> i^ignrd by Ihe couple 
in lb« prfunce of friends^ rationalisD, and 
local leading pcrsonaliiies. 



A R \T [ORALIS TJC WEDD[NG 

The weJdin;^ of Miij. Soma Sublok^ 
M,A,, Member of InJjari RaTJonalist Assok^ia- 
lion, loiffc place on S4ay 29, J977 Bl Bjnga 
with Prof, Surcndra Ajnat, General Secreraryj. 



Fuil.er of The bride. Mr Ram Saran was 
very much praised for his radical outlook- 

(SHslUir* WE ADt» THAT WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO WlTNtSSLNG MORE USIONS OF THIS TYPE? 
MAV THB PARTNERSHIP BE LONG, HAPPV ANH 
FRUITFUL ! — Edr) 
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ELURU RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION— 
W. G. DISTRICT 

The General Btxly Mceling uF Elum 
To^a Rationalisl AssocialioD was held under 
ihc Presidpniship of Sri D Manikyala Rao 

un 17-4-77. 

Messrs M. Spetha R^nia Swamy (Fdilor, 
' Rytumilra", V. B. Acaari, B V. Narasimha 
Raoj prominenl Lawyer, Sri P.HU.j.Somayfl' 
]ulu< Ch. Venkaia Rao and Sastry spoke on 
the Dccasion- 

The following ivctc elected as of!icc 
bearers. 

Honorary Prcsidenl, Mr. V. B. Aeharya, 
Presidenl, Mr M, Venka Rnirana Rrddy 

Vice-Pre^Ldenu Mr. Muncswara Kao 
and Mt. T. SiiryanarayLina 

Secreiarics, Mr App^ Rao and Mr. 
S. R^ Sun 

Treasurer, Mr. P. Bhn&kara Rao 

In addjtion 15 working commiUee 
members were also eledeJ- 

Tbe Association i» being aAiljaied lo 

i: R. A. 

PAOA YATHRA— By RationRli^t? 

Cannanore Di^irki Rmionali&l As^ocia 
lion ID Kerala has already conducted a 
PadayaEhra propagating certain raltunalisi 
deniiinds and slogans. Sonje oftbe deiriLinds 
were : 

L Ui^cnl im pie mentation of a Unirorm 
Civil Code. 

? Prayer and religious in<t ruction 5 

should be prevented lu jichoufs. 
3! Illiteracy should he Cddicaied, 



4. Secularism should he practised m its 
true sense. 

5, Reorganise the present legal system 
based cm fundanicn|[il hurnau 
iight9- 

-£L Eradicate cormptioa from personal 
and fiotial life. 

7. CoTjfisciEe idk gold worth Rs. 1000 
cfuic ot the icinpJrs, Ji-,[ribu[e land 
property of temples, mosques and 
cbuuhcs to landless. 

8- Ministers should not partictpace in 
ilIi^iou^ ceremonies, 

9. Rejiuive ^uperstilious material from 
suhooF teit books. 

in. Provide inducement fo mincd- 
marnagc^, increase allowance given 
10 miiLed marned couples. 

The padayathra covered 92 miles during 
6 days. At ae^er'il places the jaiha volunteers 
were wckomcd by rationalist unit workers. 
Public nicEtings were conducte<l at Neeleswar, 
Payyannore, Baliapalum. Cannannre. Mahi, 
Tukkkaripur, Pariyjrani, Mangad, Thotlata. 
Edaitiiad. Muzliuppilaugad und lelhcticri. 

Rationalist pamphlets were distributed 
by the volunteer* at dilTcrent plat:e^. Four 
pamphlets (lowly priced' were specially 
publiiihed by Caiinanore District Committee 
for this purpose. 

There were ten volunteers in the jatha, 
T-ach of [hem was provided wiifi a blue 
gandKr-cap and a dolh hag of uniform 
colour. The Jatha and public meetings 
attracted thousands of people on its way. 
The programme waj a grand success. 

On 14-5-1977^ the jatha was concluded 
with a public meeting at Telhcherry. 
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FREETHOUGHT 



^^F AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 


AN APPEAL ^^1 


^^^V We ai» grL>fffu1 ici ih? fr<l!owtDg for iheEr generout" 


doDttioDi receive durT(i| lb* ^^^| 


^^^^H m DDlhs of April n 


nd May. 1977— 


^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^^1 i 




^^1 


^^H1 Mr C Ch 


andra Seltar, Kar^ile^wsrapuram 


6 DO ^^H 


^^^K Ve 


rt k atf g wa ru ^ u Vi j :i vau ad a 


7 00 ^^H 


^^H Mr 


Va«udcvan, Bon i Hay 


13 00 ^^H 


^^H 


Ncllai, MangiHow 


13 OO ^^H 


^^^^K Mr. Sjvdn^^aiah, Bhimavaram 

^^Hft, Rejidcf^ wi>uld have noticed (hM cTie FREETHOUOHl 


23 00 ^^M 


64 00 ^^1 


hii been considerably enlarged ^^^| 


H^^B'viih ni> increase 


n the &ubicriptJOD rale or in the Mcmberthip f«. Those who waul ^^^H 


^^^B,F R F FTHOUG KT 


1^ iTiainiain its ai^c and ir)iprov« furihe 


are requested to volualarJIy ^^^H 


H^^HruBh lEicii ppncrou^ 


di^naliona, 

NEW MEMBERS 


^ 


^^^H Membetsbjp No. Name 


PtftOt 


^^^H Merabtr^ 




^^^ 


^^^F LM— 33 


Mr, Ajoy Kuirar 


Madras (Tamilnadu) ^^^^| 


^V 


Mf, S, V. Kirloskar 


Belgdum (Karaalaka) ^| 


^B 


•Mr P, Bhimana, M,A,,M-Ed. 


Nellore (A,P ) 


OrJiiiarv Members: 




M— 383 


Mr. P, Narayanan Iyer, B,A. 


Madras (Tamitnadu) 


—384 


Mr P. Vanappa 


Kallur (A.P.I ^^H 


-38* 


Mr PelCTSam, B.A., B.L, 


Madras (TaiuilniduJ ^^^H 


—386 


Mr. M. MiiralidhqraD. 


Trichur (Kenli) ^^H 


-3K7 


Mr, K. N. B-irnada^, BA., LL.B. 


Hyderabad +A,P.) ^^H 


—388 


Mr. i. Rama Row, B.A. 


ClwLluiu ^^H 


—389 


Mr i. SalyaheMyana 


Vijayawada lA.P.) ^^M 


-390 


Mr Saiyftvardh^iLs Raci 


Eluru (A. P.) jM 


—391 


Mt a Sambi Reddy 


MunnangL (A. P.) ^^M 


-392 


Mr. AragQ Sambi Reddy^ B-Com- 


Munnangi |A.P.) ^H 


—393 


Mr T. P. Ktm^iJrmiD 


Ay^Dchrri [Kerala) ^B 


-394 


Mr G. SivHumi'/j Bahu, B !^i; 


ChaiUEijlli, fA.P.) ^^ 


— 3Bi 


Mr. A Anjaneiulu Rcddy B.Sc., fl.td. Thecrmam (A, P.). ^^^B 


StuJfrl Meinhc 


Ti ■ 


^H 


SM— 36 


T. N. Bhadran 


VehipHdiiin (Kerala) ^^^H 


-27 


G. Vcnugopal Rau B.Sl; 


Hyderabad (A. P.) ^^^| 


-28 


Tbakorc P Mislry 


ftarnda TGujaralf ^^^H 


•(,'oii%ericd from ordinary mecnher^liip 


^H 


- 


GBNERAI SECRRTAHV. IRA, ^^H 
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